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President’s Message 
 
�

 
 
 
 
 
 
By Steve Allen 
 
Perfect weather has been assured for the first “on the water” 
day for our eager Boy Scouts in pursuit of their prized Fly 
Fishing Merit Badge. The Fly Tying phase of this rigorous test 
was accomplished before our last meeting. Bob Alvares leads 
our team of expert tiers, casters, fishermen, and tin-foil cooks to 
Mtn. Lakes Saturday morning (4/24), where the necessary skills 
will be presented.  The Scouts will learn about streamside 
etiquette, bugs and other aquatic life, gear and clothing, safety 
and first aid, proper fish handling, and of course casting and The 
Fishing. We will hear the stories and see the pictures from this 
outing at our next meeting and in our Newsletter and on our 
Website! Consider joining our increasing effort to train the River 
Keepers of the future. We will pay back and forward at the same 
time. The Scouts and their parents are so appreciative and 
enthusiastic during our time together that we come away 
knowing that our time was well spent.  
 
Being a good citizen in our community is important to our Club. I 
like seeing our community presence grow: more Trout in The 
Classroom Projects, more Special Needs days provided with 
financial and volunteer help, and more awareness and attention 
to events occurring in our watershed provided by our meeting 
attending members (Thanks Frank and Mark). Please let me 
know if you would support our Club doing more to help others 
less blessed enjoy the fish and the fishing. 
 

 

MEETING & PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The next meeting of the Gold Country Fly Fishers will be Tuesday May 4th at the Ponderosa Building 
(formerly known as the Senior Center) in Nevada County Fairgrounds – Grass Valley. Use Gate #2.  
The General Meeting starts at 7:00pm. Members of the Board meet at 5:30pm & the Conservation 
Committee meets at 6:00pm.�

Program: 
Clinics, Fly Tying, Free Hamburgers & Salad, Swap M eet (no junk), Special Raffles, BYOB  
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Our May Meeting should be enjoyable; we will keep the meeting to 
the minimum, have some out-door-cookin, and learn new methods. 
Be brave, soak up some clinics, and enjoy our first such night. 
 
June brings Hal Janssen to our Club! Good work Trent! We will 
tailor our evening around Hal’s program plan. I am going to look up 
some of Hal’s patterns and try to tie a few before the big night. Join 
me in this effort and we might have a raffle item? This Special 
Evening with Hal Janssen must not be missed- He is a Legend. 
 
Thanks everybody for doing your part to keep our Club strong. 
Come on out 15-20 minutes early (really) on the 4th and help Trent 
with the BBQ. See You All then. 

�
Steve  
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May 2010 

Promoting the Art , Recreation & Conservation of Fly Fishing  Since 1975  
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Don Liljeblad, Lower Sacramento River Bow 
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Mike Connor, Lower Sacramento River Bow  
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Don and Mike - looks like a double! 
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Neal Brunckhorst, Trinity River Steelhead 
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 
Programs �

By Trent Pridemore�

May: Tuesday, May 4, is our First Annual Fish Fair that will feature guest fly tiers, table clinics 
with knowledgeable anglers offering help in several subject areas and a row of tables with 
space for a Fly Fishing Flea Market and a booth hosted by Tom Bartos answering questions on 
the Horseshoe Bar Preserve and the Middle Fork of the American River.  Tom generously 
invites our club onto the Preserve property for a May 26th Fishout.  The meeting will also be 
Free Hamburger Night so come hungry.  If you want an adult beverage, you have to bring your 
own.  Soft drinks will be available.  I can use help cooking and for set up.  Call! 
 
 We encourage you to bring quality fly fishing gear that you may want to get rid of.  You get 
about four feet of table space.  Call or e-mail me if you want space.  Price your stuff reasonably 
and it may move.  Trading is encouraged. One man’s junk is another man’s treasure. There will 
not be any library materials that evening because of space needs.  We will have Norm Sauer at 
a table talking on creating a Nevada County fly selection for running and still water and Frank 
Rinella and/or Dennis Carlson on the Lower Yuba.  Don Liljeblad will talk at a table on “Getting 
into Stillwater”.  I hope to have another table on lines and leaders and balancing your rod and 
streamside repairs.  
 
The idea is to come on out and have a good time.  In our member surveys at the first of the 
year you requested the clinics and time for more socialization.  Don’t Forget the Fly Swap that 
we are trying to get started again.  Bring a half dozen of your favorite and go home with secret 
stuff!  Burgers will be going as you arrive! 
 
June :  June brings a special program with angling notable and California Outdoor Hall of Fame 
Member, Hal Janssen, as featured guest speaker.  I have had the good fortune to be tutored by 
Hal in the early years and have shared the podium.  I can attest that there will be lots of new 
thought on fly fishing and fly tying.  It will be a special meeting with a minimum of business so 
Hal can show how he integrates art and fly tying into his angling techniques.  More next month! 
 
 July  will be movie night featuring the Award Winning film, “The Rise”.   
 
August  is our Free, POT LUCK Barbecue in Condon Park. 
 
Trent 
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Fishout Schedule for 2010  
�

�

Date  Location   Fish   Fishmaster   Comments  
 
May 1  Lake Wildwood  Bass  Don Liljeblad  $5 per person charge; Saturday 
 
May TBA Clear Lake Area  Bass  Trent Pridemore   
May include the following Bass venues; Clear Lake, Indian Valley, Black Butte and Stonyford.  Possible opportunity to camp out. 
 
May 14  Feather River  Shad  Bob Alvares   ( held at Shanghi Bend, Marysville) 
 
May 15,16,17  Henderson Springs Trout  Wayne Holloway  

This outing is reserved for 13 members.  Check in 1pm Saturday the 15th  Check out 1pm Monday the 17th. 
  

May TBA Duck Valley  Trout  Don Liljeblad  (This lake located in Idaho) 
 
May 26  Horseshoe Bar  Trout  Frank Rinella  Fly Fishing Preserve 
 
June 2-3  Clear Creek Sports Club Trout/Bass Frank Rinella  
 
June TBA Ladies Night at the Movies   Frank Rinella  A weeknight TBA 7-11 
 
June 12  Ladies Casting Clinic   Frank Rinella  
 
June TBA Fall River  Trout  Mark Rockwell  2 or 3 day; Circle 7 Guest Ranch 
 
June TBA Stampede Lake  Trout  Trent  Pridemore  
 
June TBA Davis Lake Camp out Trout  Norm Sauer  (2 night stay Thursday, Friday camp out 
with Frenchman's as an option.  
 
July TBA Lower Yuba  Dry Fly Clinic Frank Rinella  
July TBA Milton Lake  Trout  Todd  Williams   ( limited to 8 members) 
 
August 13 Fuller Lake Family BBQ Trout  Len Valente   (our annual lake outing summer BBQ) 
August TBA Lower Yuba UC Davis Trout  Mike Connor   (UC property, 20 member limit) 
August TBA Lake Wildwood  Bass  Len Valente    
August TBA Lake of the Woods Trout  Don Steffa   (Saturday outing; limit of 6 members) 
 
September TBA Frenchman's Lake  Trout  Wayne Holloway   (2 night  camp out w/Davis Lk option) 
September TBA Boca Reservoir  Trout  Todd Williams   (at Little Truckee River inlet) 
September 25-29 Eastern Sierra  Trout  Dave Bear   (5 day outing Mammoth Lakes area) 
 
October TBA North Yuba River  Trout   Ralph Wood   (Another possible club BBQ) 
October  TBA Upper Sacramento River Trout  Wayne Holloway    (in the Dunsmuir area, 2 night stay) 
October  TBA Lower Yuba River Dry Fly Clinic  Frank Rinella   
October TBA Caples Lake  Trout  Wayne Holloway   (Caples Lake has lodge/cabins; overnight 
stay) 
 
November TBA Henderson Springs Trout   Wayne Holloway       
November TBA Scotts Flat Lake  Trout  Mike Williams   (Fish for fall spawning Browns; Deer Creek 
Inlet 
 
December TBA Lower Yuba UC Davis Trout  Mike Connor   
December TBA Trinity/Klamath River Steelhead Need Volunteer  
 

By Mike Williams 
�
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We had an excellent month of member participation in various clinics, fishouts and other club activities.  Interest is growing in 
the different outings that we’re holding, and as long as we have member participation we will continue to offer our schedule as 
planned.  I want to thank everyone who got involved this past month, whether you attended a clinic or helped out by leading a 
fishout. 
 
Typically in California, the last Saturday in April signifies the beginning of the general statewide trout season opener.  At this 
time of year, snow melt in the high country begins and the back country starts to open up.  Take advantage of the fact that you 
live so close to so many different places to fish.  This time of year is always a problem for me, deciding where to fish.  Should I 
fish the Lower Yuba for wild trout, Valley Rivers for Shad, Scotts Flat Lake for Smallmouth Bass or should I head to Boca or 
Stampede Reservoir and get a spring Brown.  
  
Don’t forget that all of the streams, closed all winter, will now open up. You have some tough choices.  Get out and fish.  Refer 
to the current fishout schedule for the list of club activities for May and early June.  We’ll have signup and info sheets for all the 
outings during the month available at our next regular meeting. 
 
On June 2nd and 3rd Frank Rinella will host a fishout to the Clear Creek Sports Club located in Corning California.  The cost will 
be $150 for 1 ½ days which includes fishing, lodging as well as meals to include lunch and breakfast on both days.  Dinner on 
the 2nd will be on your own. 
 
See you at the next regular meeting. 

Mike 
 

�

�

Note: Don Steffa assists Mike Williams with 
coordination of Fishouts  

�

Fishout Report 

By Mike Williams 

�
Don Steffa 

April 17 th Bass Clinic  
 
A basic bass clinic for GCFF members was held April 17.  The outing, led by Don Liljeblad and Mike Connor, 
took place at a private pond owned by Tom Moreno in Penn Valley.  Signup was limited to encourage one-on-
one assistance, and we had a full house.  Members present included Sandy and Bill Kelly, Jim Coe, Wayne 
Holloway, Bob O’Brien, Tom Grant and Bill Marshman. 
 
Don discussed bass fishing techniques and equipment and demonstrated various flies that could be used to 
tempt bass.  We assisted attendees in casting heavy and air-resistant bass flies.   
 
Following the one-hour clinic folks went to the pond and tried their new skills, and everyone caught fish, either 
bass, sunfish or trout. 

�
Don Liljeblad explaining bass fishing techniques 

�



�

��������������������� �� �� ��� ��	
����
�����	���	
����
�����	���	
����
�����	���	
����
�����	��� ������������������������������ ����

�
�
�
�
�������������������������������������
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
 
�
�
�
 
�
 
 
�
 
�
�
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

�
 
 
 
 
Kids Fish Day -Malakoff Diggins Pond  
 
The annual kids fish day at Malakoff Diggins will be Saturday, May 8.  We have the volunteers to help, but 
if you’re interested in helping we welcome you to show up.   
 
Trout in the Classroom 
 
The program wound up this year when 125 trout fry were released in Rollins Lake on April 2.  The one 
problem that occurred this year was the loss of all the trout eggs at Deer Creek School.  We were not sure 
what went wrong, but suspect the culprit was an additive to the water to dechlorinate.  Thanks to those 
who have put their time into making this an annual club event, especially Ed Tom and Don Hess. 
 
DownStream Fly Fishing Day 
 
The fourth DownStream 2010 fly fishing day will be held on May 22.  This event for Down’s Syndrome 
kids is to help introduce these kids to fly fishing.  A total of 70 volunteers are needed for this event.  
According to Frank Rinella we have enough members signed up for the 10 needed from the club.  The 
event will be held on a private ranch pond filled with trout in Browns Valley.  If you want to help, please 
see Frank at the May meeting. 
 
Deer Creek Trail and Restoration Project 
 
We recently met with representatives of the American Rivers organization and visited the site of the 
Stocking Flat restoration project on Deer Creek below Nevada City.  We have maps showing the 
proposed trail project and stocking flat restoration area available at the next meeting.  The project, when 
completed, will consist of trails from Pioneer Park to Newtown Road along existing roads and trails with 
some new trails and two new pedestrian bridges. 
 
CABY Presentation 
 
Frank Rinella gave the Council a presentation at our last meeting on three subjects: 
  
 1.  CABY (Consumnes, American, Bear and Yuba Rivers organization); 
 2.  Western Placer Creeks; 
 3.  Water Agency Management Planning which includes such topics as barrier removal,  

    relicensing of dams and power plants; water flows; redds protection; and ramping of       
    water releases.  

 
 

 Gery 
 

�

Conservation Corner 

By Gery Anderson 
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Minutes from the Gold Country Fly 
Fishers Board Meeting April 6th  

�

FLY TYING and FLY  CASTING 
Fly Tying:   Wednesday May 12  6:00 to 8:00  PM at 13837 Seven Cedars Dr. Grass Valley 
Call Sam at 477 7537 before you come. 
 
Fly of the month   Sheep Creek Special Body  olive dubbing 
Hook      TMC 100 size 14  Wing  mallard flank 
Thread    black   Hackle  brown    
 
Fly Casting : 
Saturday May 8 There will be casting lessons after the scouts training at Discovery Way pond.   
 I will also help you with your double haul if you are a skilled caster 
Wednesday May 12 10 AM to 12 Noon, at Discovery Way pond.  Call Sam if you plan to come. 

 In attendance:  
 
Steve Allen, Stan Sanderson, Gary Smith, Wayne Halloway, Mark Rockwell, Frank Rinella, Tim Ackerman , Neal Brunckhorst 
                          
Meeting called to order at 5:30PM 
  
Secretary's Report/ Minutes (Stan S.) reviewed and approved 
Treasurer's Report(Neal B.) accepted and approved 
              -144 members 
Old Business: 
  1.Web Site(Wayne H.) Several members to contribute, photo contest each month, may slowly transition newsletter to website 
    
  2.Xmas Party. Board approved price this year to $25/couple, $15/single, $10/each individual after two 
  
  3.Lower Yuba Access issue (Mark R). Looked into landowner (W.A.) possibly transferring ownership to a more "public" entity 
(Dept. F&G, Reg 2) 
  
New Business: 
1. Club Donations to outside organizations to be reviewed as to how they fit into club goals and budget for the next 6 months 
 2. Frank Rinella has a list of projects club has scheduled to fund 
 3. Currently club has $500 allocated for special project funding 
 4. Board approved $275 for transportation of fish from Redding to Malakoff Kids Day Fishout 
 5. Board approved $100 for Downstream Fishing Day 
 6. Ladies Night Out at the Movies. To show a movie about a woman’s perspective on fly fishing to be shown at a member’s house 
for the women club members and their guests. May also involve a casting clinic. This event tentatively scheduled for mid June. 
  
Next month’s meeting (Table Night) was discussed. To have 5-6 stations including fly tiers, casting, rigging, equip, etc. Also 
discussed BBQ and format of a swap meet. 
  
Meeting adjourned 6:45PM 
 

��

 

�

By Stan Sanderson 

 

By Sam Higginbotham 
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Dues Reminder:  
 
If you haven’t paid your dues for 2010 yet, you may bring a check or cash to the meeting on May 4th or send a check 
to our Treasurer, Neal Brunckhorst. Annual dues are $35 for a single, $50 for family (2 or more). Note: After July 1, 
membership is $25 for both individual and family me mbership for the remainder of the year.  Your membership 
fees help bring top-notch programs to our meetings, pay for our monthly meeting space rental, and serve to finance a 
number of other benefits throughout the year. They also ensure your eligibility to attend the fishouts throughout the 
year.  
 
Make your check out to GCFF and send to: 
Neal Brunckhorst 
19958 Chaparral Circle 
Penn Valley, CA 95946 
  

Refreshment Report  
�
At the May meeting, all GCFF members will enjoy the  free hamburger night that has been scheduled. 
I will be in Idaho, so not available for this meeti ng. 
 
Vicki 

Fly Exchange  Note: We need more members to support this worthwhi le program 
 
Don’t forget to tie some flies for the monthly meeting Fly Exchange. Just bring 7 identical flies of your choice to the 
next meeting of Gold Country Fly Fishers. One of your flies will go into an assortment of flies from each tier which will 
be raffled off during the meeting. The remaining flies will be redistributed to each tier, so that each comes away with 
a variety of flies tied for that meeting.  
 
If you have questions or want more info on the Fly Exchange program, contact Ed Tom or Trent Pridemore  
 
Note: The fly exchange will take place at each monthly meeting, including the May 4th meeting 

Upcoming Program:  
 

LADIES NIGHT AT THE MOVIES AND CASTING CLINIC 
 

On the night of June 8th the women of Gold Country Fly fishers are invited to a movie with a showing of 
“Stepping into the Stream” by Barbara Klutinis. The movie night will be at a member’s home and will be 
followed up with a casting clinic for women on the following Saturday morning June 12th. More details and 
a sign up will be given out later, save these dates. 

Raffle  
 
The only raffle to be held at the May 4 meeting wil l be the custom made fly Tying Table, with 30 
special raffle tickets at $5.00 each. The drawing w ill be held when all tickets have been sold.   



�

��������������������� �� � ������	
����
�����	���	
����
�����	���	
����
�����	���	
����
�����	��� ������������������������������� ���

�
�
 

 
 
�
 
 

 

 
 Gold Country Fly Fishers 
     P.O. Box 2988 
     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members 
 

President: Steve Allen 

Vice President: Wayne Holloway 

Secretary: Stan Sanderson 

Treasurer: Neal Brunckhorst 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Tim Ackerman 

Director: Gary Smith 

Director: Jim Coe 

Past President: Mark Rockwell 

Committees & Chairs 

FFF: Mark Rockwell 

Mentoring: Frank Rinella  

Conservation: Gery Anderson & Mike 
Connor 

Programs: Trent Pridemore 

Fishouts:  Mike Williams & Don Steffa 

Raffle: Vicki Valente 

Meeting Snacks: Vicki Valente 

Library: Len Valente 

Casting/Fly Tying: Sam Higginbotham 

Webmaster: Terry Hobart 

Newsletter:  David Bear 

Financial Supporters of the Gold 
Country Fly Fishers 

 
Wine & Roses Bed & Breakfast 

Rose gardens & Vineyard, elegant Tea Room and Victorian event 
Pavilion 

Victoria Valente 
(530) 432-4982 

elegantrentals@aol.com 
 

C.A.S.E Contracting, Inc. 
Quality electrical installations since 1984 

Tim Colbert 
(530) 271-2208 

 
Nevada City Anglers 

Full service fly shop and guide service 
Tony Dumont 

(530) 478-9301 
www.nevadacityanglers.com 

 
Cabelas Fishing Division 

World’s Foremost Outfitter 
One Cabela Drive 
Sidney, NE  69160 
www.cabelas.com 

 
The Fly Shop 

4140 Churn Creek Road 
Redding, CA  96002 

(800) 669-3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 
 Acclaim Signs, Inc. 

Gene McCallister 
 (530) 346-2782 

acclaimsigns@hughes.net 
 

Foothill Fly Fishing Expeditions 
Driftboat; Walk&Wade; Salmon, Steelhead, and Trout 

Tom Page, Guide 
 (530) 913-3909 

����������		�	
������
��������������� �
 

Horseshoe Bar Fish & Game Preserve, Inc.  
7430 Morningside Drive 
Granite Bay, CA 95746 

916-205-6073 
Email: hbp@surewest.net 

www.horseshoebarpreserve.com 
 

“Never mind the Hex hatch; I’m going for a 
cold beer!!” That couldn’t be one of our 
dedicated members, could it, Wayne? 

�



 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.gcff.org 

�

Gold Country Fly Fishers 
P.O. Box 2988 
Grass Valley, CA 94945 

�
Gold Country Fly Fishers 

 
Purpose and Objectives 

 
Support the “catch and release” ethic 

 
To promote fly fishing for the recreation of members 

 
Promote and support the conservation of our water and fisheries 

 
Provide assistance to members in the skill and techniques of fly fishing 

 
Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying, and other related topics 

 
To represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and conservation organizations 


