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President’s Message 
 
�

 
 
 
 
 
 
By Steve Allen 
 
The warmer weather and longer days have many of us heading 
for our favorite places to enjoy our fishing. I hope to see 
everyone out fishing soon (and hear some fishing reports in our 
meetings)! The ride over to the Lower Yuba on Highway 20 is 
greatly improved in every possible way. Once there, the renewal 
of life along The River is amazingly abundant. Please enjoy this 
local opportunity that many of us feel is unmatched anywhere. 
Check with Tony and Frank at Nevada City Anglers for up to 
date information on the strategies and bugs needed to be 
successful. 
 
Many other enjoyable opportunities present themselves this time 
of year. There will be several chances for our members to 
participate in programs designed to allow challenged and 
developmentally disadvantaged youth to enjoy a day on our 
waters. We will need volunteers to support these exciting 
Fishing Derbies. 
 
On May 8th, we will support our friends at State Parks by staffing 
a Derby at Malakoff Diggins.  We need at least twelve 
volunteers on May 8th. Another opportunity is driving to Redding 
and picking up a load of large fish for the Derby. We need to 
drive the fish trailer from Redding, to the Derby site (May 5 or 6) 
and return the trailer to Redding (May 6 or 7). One might get in 
some fishing along the way? Please call Frank Rinella (878-
8708) with questions regarding these “feel good” outings. 

 

MEETING & PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The next meeting of the Gold Country Fly Fishers will be Tuesday April 6th at the Senior Center in 
Nevada County Fairgrounds – Grass Valley. Use Gate #2.  The General Meeting starts at 7:00pm. 
Members of the Board meet at 5:30pm & the Conservation Committee meets at 6:00pm.�

Program: 
Al Smaatsky, of Al’s Excellent Adventures,  
speaking on Shad fishing in our local rivers  
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Longtime sponsors of Gold Country Fly Fishers are our friends at 
The Fly Shop . They are celebrating the opening of the general 
fishing season with their yearly Opening Day Party on April 23 . 
There will be full-page fliers about this exciting event on our Fishout 
Table at out next meeting.  
 
Program Chairman Trent Pridemore called for enough rain this 
year to bring our Shad home to our local Rivers. The call has been 
answered and our April Guest Speaker Al Smaatsky of Al’s 
Excellent Adventures will give us a guide’s presentation on Shad 
fishing. We have a Shad Fishout in early May, so this may be your 
chance to gain the necessary knowledge to catch and release 
Americas First Fish. If you are a new member, please come on out 
and enjoy all the activities our Club offers. Thanks to all those who 
make this possible! Our next meeting is April 6th at 7PM. See You 
ALL then. 
 

 Steve  
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April 2010  

Promoting the Art , Recreation & Conservation of Fly Fishing  Since 1975  
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 
Programs �

By Trent Pridemore�

April  brings Al Smaatsky of Al's Excellent Adventures (www.excellentadventures.org).  Al leads angling 
adventure groups to places all over the West including Baja.  He also is a Shad and Bass Guide in 
season.  A recent presentation by him was at the Bass Pro Spring Bass Fest.  Al runs bookings at 
the Kelsey Bass Preserve out of La Grange.  Ask and he might put together a deal for a group from 
Gold Country.  Al's presentation at our April meeting will be about fishing our local rivers for Shad.  The 
season will be upon us within a month in the American, Yuba and Sacramento rivers. 
  
May is the long awaited Fish Fair.  We will have Clinics on Bamboo and Composite rod building and 
repair, leaders and lines, building a fly box selection, getting into still water, and the mystifying Lower 

Yuba.  There will be tables for you to display
�� quality used gear and an information on the American 

River Club that generously gave us an outing last year. Several Celebrity Guest Fly Tyers will display 
their craft. There will be special raffles and FREE HAMBURGERS and Salad.  BYOB for a fun social 
evening. 
  
June  is a Special Evening with Hal Janssen, one of California's legendary fly fishermen and tackle 
innovators.  Hal will start with fly tying and integrate it into his still water presentation. Mark this one 
down!  We are fortunate to get Hal down from the mountains where he holds all the records at Almanor. 
  
July  looks like a presentation of the Movie "Rise" that Mark Rockwell and I previewed at Patagonia last 
Fall.  It's making the rounds and is free to our members. 
  
Buy a copy of the March/April issue of California Fly Fisher...everything you wanted to know about Fly 
Rod Bass and more...a good primer for the LWW outing May 1! 

�
 

Nice Yuba River Rainbow 
Caught by Wayne Holloway 

�

�

Pyramid Lahontan Cutthroat 
�

Zandi Holloway with a nice 
Pyramid Cutthroat 

�
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Fishout Schedule for 2010  
�

�

Date  Location   Fish   Fishmaster  Comments  
 
April 10  Lake Wildwood Float Tube/Pontoon Clinic Don Liljeblad   
This is a clinic designed to acquaint members in the use of float tubes and pontoon boats. Proper use and safety will be discussed. 
This will a clinic and not a fishout. 
April 17  Penn Valley Private Pond Bass  Don Liljeblad/Mike Connor This  outing is limited to 6 members with a 
$25 per person charge 
April 19-23 Green River   Trout  Don Steffa  (Tailwater, Flaming Gorge Res.,  Utah) 
April 27-30 Houseboat /Lake Outing Trout,/Bass Tim Ackerman boat full, but call for options 
  Lake Shasta     
April 30   Scotts Flat Lake  Bass  Mike Williams  
        
May 1  Lake Wildwood  Bass  Don Liljeblad $5 per person charge; Saturday 
May TBA Clear Lake Area  Bass  Trent Pridemore This outing may include the following Bass venues; 
Clear Lake, Indian Valley, Black Butte and Stonyford.  Possible opportunity to camp out. 
May 14  Feather River  Shad  Bob Alvares  ( held at Shanghi Bend, Marysville) 
May 15,16,17  Henderson Springs Trout  Wayne Holloway  

This outing is reserved for 13 members.  Check in 1pm Saturday the 15th  Check out 1pm Monday the 17th.  
May TBA Duck Valley  Trout  Don Liljeblad (This lake located in Idaho) 
May 26  Horseshoe Bar  Trout  Frank Rinella Fly Fishing Preserve 
 
June TBA Clear Creek Sports Club Trout/Bass Frank Rinella  
June TBA Fall River  Trout  Mark Rockwell 2 or 3 day; Circle 7 Guest Ranch 
June TBA Stampede Lake  Trout  Trent  Pridemore  
June TBA Davis Lake Camp out Trout  Norm Sauer  (2 night stay Thursday, Friday camp out with 
Frenchman's as an option. We will watch for the Damsel hatch – most likely late in June 
 
July TBA Lower Yuba  Dry Fly Clinic Frank Rinella  
July TBA Milton Lake  Trout  Todd  Williams ( limited to 8 members) 
 
August 13 Fuller Lake Family BBQ Trout  Len Valente (our annual lake outing summer BBQ) 
August TBA Lower Yuba UC Davis Trout  Mike Connor ( UC property, 20 member limit. 
August TBA Lake Wildwood  Bass  Len Valente    
August TBA Lake of the Woods Trout  Don Steffa  (Saturday outing;  limit of 6 members) 
 
September TBA Frenchman's Lake  Trout  Wayne Holloway  (2 nt  camp out w/Davis Lk option) 
September TBA Boca Reservoir  Trout  Todd Williams  (at Little Truckee River inlet) 
September 25-29 Eastern Sierra  Trout  Dave Bear  (5 day outing Mammoth Lakes area) 
 
October TBA North Yuba River  Trout   Ralph Wood  (Another possible club BBQ) 
October  TBA Upper Sacramento River Trout  Need Volunteer   (This will be held in the Dunsmuir area, 2 night stay) 
October TBA Lower Yuba River Dry Fly Clinic  Frank Rinella  
October TBA Caples Lake  Trout  Need Volunteer  (Caples Lake has lodge/cabins; overnight stay) 
 
November TBA Henderson Springs Trout   Need Volunteer    
November TBA Scotts Flat Lake  Trout  Need Volunteer   (Fish for fall spawning Browns; Deer Creek Inlet 
 
December TBA Lower Yuba UC Davis Trout  Mike Connor  
December TBA Trinity/Klamath River Steelhead Need Volunteer  
 
 

By Mike Williams 
�
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For April we have 5 outings scheduled.  This month we have a float tube clinic, Bass fishing on local ponds  and 
reservoirs, a Trout fishing trip to the Green River, and an opportunity to go house boating on Lake Shasta.  With 
all of these outings scheduled, as well as other great opportunities locally, there is no reason for you not to get out 
and fish.  Refer to the current schedule in this newsletter for dates and fishout leader contact information. 
 
Due to the amount of fishout activity now, and in the interest of keeping our meetings on track within time 
allowances, we are going to adopt a new method of getting the information to you.  Don Steffa will briefly 
announce the fishouts for each month at the beginning of the regular meeting.  All fishout leaders should work 
directly with Don prior to each meeting.  That way, Don has the information he needs to announce the outing and 
it gives us the opportunity to put together an information sheet.   
 
We will have a table set up in the back of the room so that at the break you can stop by and sign up for any 
particular event you wish.  If you sign up, we will give you an information sheet pertaining to your outing.  We will 
ask the fishout leaders to be at the table to answer your questions.  We will not be passing around sign up sheets, 
nor will we be having separate tables to sign up.  This causes too much confusion and mis-information.  Copies of 
the current fishout schedule will also be available.  Stop by and see us. 
 
Hopefully, this new process will make things better, and not take up unnecessary time during our regular meeting. 

Mike 
 

�

�

Note: Don Steffa assists Mike Williams with 
coordination of Fishouts.  Contact Miket or Don  

�

Trout in the Classroom Update 
 

Sailor Bar on the American River, near the Nimbus Fish Hatchery, was the scene of ninety children, parents, grandparents and eight 
GCFF members releasing seventy-five baby steelhead into the American River.  The children, holding a cup containing their baby fish, 
named their little fish and bade them farewell and safe journeys.  It was emotional, inspiring and fun. 
  
Three classrooms raised the fish from eggs.  The children have participated in science and art projects that encompassed the 
environment and the life-cycle of the steelhead.  Club members picked up the steelhead and trout eggs at the Nimbus Fish Hatchery and 
placed them in the prepared tanks in the classrooms.  Club members have participated in classroom activities and supervised the release 
of the fish.  Another classroom will release fish at Englebright on March 31.   
  
A special recognition goes to Don Hess and Ed Tom for organizing and supervising this really great program in our schools. 
�
Contributed by�Anna Lee Lanz 
 
 

�

�
Steelhead eggs, from Nimbus 
Hatchery 

Classroom welcoming their eggs Hatched fish being released at Sailor 
Bar 

�

Fishout Report 

By Mike Williams 

�
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KIDS FISH DAY-Malakoff Diggins Pond 
 
The annual kid’s fish day at Malakoff Diggins will be Saturday, May 8.  We need about 10-12 volunteers to help.  If you are 
interested in helping at this State Parks Department event please contact Frank. 
Trout in the Classroom 
If all went as planned, approximately 105 fourth grade students from Pleasant Valley and Union Hill schools released steelhead 
fry into the American River near the Nimbus Fish Hatchery on March 25th.  Later in April, trout fry will be released by two other 
classes in Englebright Reservoir.  Thanks to those who have put their time into making this an annual club event, especially Ed 
Tom and Don Hess who have shepherd this program for several years. 
 
DownStream Fly Fishing Day 
The fourth DownStream 2010 fly fishing day will be on May 22.  This event which was started by local, Ryan Miller who has a 
Down syndrome brother, is to help introduce these kids to fly fishing.  A total of 70 volunteers are needed for this event.  Ryan is 
looking for 10 volunteers from our club.  The event will be held this year on a ranch with ponds filled with trout in Browns Valley.  
Please sign up at our April meeting. 
 
Scout Merit Badge Program 
Please see Bob Alvarez at the next meeting to volunteer to help with the Scout merit badge program.  The program consists of 
four stages (fly tying, casting, fishing and cooking).   
 
Deer Creek Trail and Restoration Project 
I recently met with representatives of the American Rivers organization and visited the site of the Stocking Flat restoration project 
on Deer Creek below Nevada City.  I will have maps showing the proposed trail project and stocking flat restoration if you are 
interested at the next meeting.  The project, when completed, will consist of trails from Pioneer Park to Newtown Road along 
existing roads and trails with some new trails and two new pedestrian bridges. 
 

 Gery 
 
Boy Scout Merit Badge Program 
 
We are asking for your help again to put on the merit badge program.  We will have signup sheets at the March 2nd meeting with 
the opening we need to fill.  Would those of you have helped before please call if you can help us again?   
Those of you who volunteered to help with fly tying, be at the April 6 th meeting at 6:00 with all the equipment and materials to tie 
a wet and dry fly. Bob Alvares will Contact those who signed up to help on April 24 th and May 8 th. 
 
Schedule:  
April 6 th from 5:00 to 6:45  prior to the club meeting to teach fly tying. 
 
April 24 th from 9:00 to 12:00 am to teach various merit badge requirements at a local pond 
 
May 8 th from 9:00 am to 12:00  catching and cooking fish at a local pond.   
 
Bob Alvares 

�

Conservation Corner 

By Gery Anderson 
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Minutes from the Gold Country Fly 
Fishers Board Meeting March 2nd  

�

FLY TYING and FLY CASTING 
 
Fly Tying:   Wednesday April 14  6:00 to 8:00  PM at 13835 Seven Cedars Dr. Grass Valley 
Call before you come. 
 
Fly of the month   Fox Poopah 
Hook     TMC 2312-2302 sizes 12-14-16 
Thread   8/0 to match body 
Body   Vernille, olive,tan, ribbed over 
Legs   Partridge 
Thorax/head  Ostrich herl 
Antennae  Wood duck 
 
Fly Casting : Wednesday April 14 10 AM to 12 Noon, at Lions Lake (Fairgrounds)  Call Sam before coming 

 In attendance: Steve Allen   
                             Jim Coe   Neal Brunckhurst Gary Smith Mike Connor Gery Anderson 
                             Tim Ackerman Allen Gere Stan Sanderson Wayne Holloway Frank Rinella 
                                  
Called to order at 5:30 PM 
  
Vicki Valente -    1) Continuing with snacks similar to last couple of meetings 
                             2) Requested members donate $1 for snacks each meeting 
                            3) Proposed a "card game' format at next month’s raffle for a big ticket item 
                            4) Proposed $25/couple, $15/single for Xmas party 
Feb Minutes approved 
  
Treasurer's  Report (Neal B.) 
                            1) 128 members 
                             
                            3) Budget reviewed and unanimously approved 
  
Letter to Board submitting Mark Rockwell's input to the meeting presented. Mark was not able to attend the meeting. 
  
GCFF Board of Directors concerns on the Lower Yuba River were discussed and revised  
 Concern number 1) Losing three miles of public access to the Lower Yuba River below the Hwy. 20 Bridge was approved as is. 
 Concern number 2) Losing public access to the free drive-in trailered drift boat launch site, and losing the ability of rafters, kayakers and       
citizens with other floatation devices access to our River was approved as is. 
 Concern number 3) Fencing along the entire three + miles of Western Aggregate's land along Hammonton Rd., a public road was approved as is. 
 Concern number 4) No access to this section of the River for physically impaired people was reworded to include access for physically impaired. 
 Concern number 5) Lack of transparency in developing a private agreement that will negatively impact public access to the Wild and Scenic  
Lower Yuba River. Board opted to replace transparency with inclusiveness and replace upper case Wild and scenic with lower case wild and 
scenic. Then approved. 
 
 The Board opted to not address their "Positions" at this time 
  
Club Website (Wayne H.) 
              1) Presented name page logo which was favorably received 
               2) Asked for topic considerations for the website 
  
Meeting adjourned at 6:50PM            

��

�

By Stan Sanderson 

 

By Sam Higginbotham 
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California Salmon/Steelhead in Trouble 
By Mark Rockwell 

 
There has been an extreme amount of effort coming from all fishing and environmental organizations this past 
month to help the Delta fisheries.  Senator Feinstein threatened to introduce legislation that would have waived 
some important parts of the Biological Opinions on the Delta instituted in 2009 to protect salmon and steelhead.  
Diversions from the Delta were restricted in the spring to protect both out-migrating salmon and steelhead, as 
well as newly spawned Delta Smelt.  The pumps on both the State and Federal water operations in the south 
Delta have been identified in the Biological Opinions as causes of loss of ESA listed fish at levels that risk 
extinction. 
 
These restrictions have been targeted by west side San Joaquin valley agriculture as the cause of lost water to 
their districts.  They have avoided the reality that California has had three consecutive years of low rain and 
snow, leading to both state and federal designation of drought.  The Bureau of Reclamation reported on 
deliveries to the west San Joaquin (http://www.doi.gov/documents/CA_Water_Reality_Check_001.pdf)  and 
determined that 80% of the reduced water deliveries were due to the drought, and 20% to the regulatory 
restrictions to meet the ESA BiOp mandates.  Also, economic data from the Employment 
(http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/?pageid=133 ) 
showed that the majority of lost jobs in the San Joaquin valley was caused by loss of construction jobs, not 
agriculture.  Additionally, it shows that unemployment of 30% is typical of towns like Mendota in past years, and 
certainly 38% in 2009 is bad, but not caused by lost ag jobs. 
 
These facts did not deter west side agriculture interests from pointing fingers at fishery protections as the cause 
of their problems.  Big corporate farms and rich farming interests like Stuart Resnick, owner of  Paramount 
Farms and 48% owner of the Kern Water Bank are putting big money into this effort.  Fox News and Sean 
Hannity have given the “fish vs. farms” wide attention in their biased efforts to make this a political conflict.  
However, others have shown the hurt on both sides, like the SalmonWaterNow videos 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwqVc8Hbmqk&fmt=18)  
which show the impacts to the commercial and recreational fishing industry.  Essentially, while unemployment in 
agriculture jobs has been slightly higher in the San Joaquin valley, it has been 100% for commercial salmon 
fisherman for the past two years.  It is similar for recreational fishing guides in the valley. 
 
The NCCFFF has been working on efforts to counter the biased messaging coming from the San Joaquin Valley, 
and to message through newspaper Editorial boards, and letters to the editor (LTEs) that suffering is great on the 
fishing side, and the crash of Delta fisheries has been coming for the past 10 years due to increased Delta 
diversions.  A big event is coming to San Francisco on April 1.  It is called the Salmon Summit , and the 
NCCFFF is a sponsor of this event to bring in legislators to hear and experience the fishing crisis.  Go to 
www.water4fish.org to get more information.  We are in a battle to save our anadromous fisheries. 

 
 

Special Report 

� �

� -Wayne Holloway’s 
Pyramid Cutthroat 
 
 
 
 
 
Recent fly-tying class 
at Sam Higginbotham’s 
house------------------�  
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Dues Reminder:  
 
If you haven’t paid your dues for 2010 yet, you may bring a check or cash to the meeting on April 6th or send a check 
to our Treasurer, Neal Brunckhorst. Annual dues are $35 for a single, $50 for family (2 or more). Your membership 
fees help bring top-notch programs to our meetings, pay for our monthly meeting space rental, and serve to finance a 
number of other benefits throughout the year. They also ensure your eligibility to attend the fishouts throughout the 
year.  
 
Make your check out to GCFF and send to: 
Neal Brunckhorst 
19958 Chaparral Circle 
Penn Valley, CA 95946 
  

Refreshment Report  
March was a great turnout of 100 people that attended our meeting. Even with the change of venue the new 
refreshment table was a success. The donations were also at their highest of the year. The response from our 
members was very positive and I will continue to provide “the spread” as requested.  Thank You to all who 
contributed to donations. In order to continue the updated spread I ask that all who attend monthly meetings please 
donate a dollar a month to the donation jar. I do not want to nickel and dime our club members for everything that is 
provided so my goal is to take all proceeds we collect, break even on cost and use any overage to pay for additional 
free food nights such as our hamburger night. I need feedback from all members on this issue. Cookies, coffee and 
tea have always been provided to our members at the monthly meetings. This will not change. I look forward to all 
responses and will report the outcome in our May newsletter. See you all on April 6th and bring your appetite.  
Sincerely, 
 Vicki 

Fly Exchange  Note: We need more members to support this worthwhi le program 
 
Don’t forget to tie some flies for the monthly meeting Fly Exchange. Just bring 7 identical flies of your choice to the next meeting of 
Gold Country Fly Fishers. One of your flies will go into an assortment of flies from each tier which will be raffled off during the 
meeting. The remaining flies will be redistributed to each tier, so that each comes away with a variety of flies tied for that meeting.  
 
If you have questions or want more info on the Fly Exchange program, contact Ed Tom (273-6719 edtomcarvings@gmail.com ) or 
Trent Pridemore (274-8770 trentpridemore@dishmail.net ) 
 
Note: The fly exchange will take place at each monthly meeting, including the April 6th meeting 

April Raffle  
 
General Raffle Items 
Red Wine Bottle with PT Nymph Fly & Tying Kit & Instructions 
White Wine Bottle with Assorted Exchange Flies in Fly Box 
3, 4, 5,6X Tippets on tippet spool with 3, 4,5X leader lines 
Stream Thermometer 
Assorted Flies in Fly box 
Fly Tying Tools in Box 
 
Door Prize :   Attachable hat LED mini light 
 
Big Ticket Raffle : Custom Made Fly Tying Bench with Drawers--�  
   Note: materials, flies and tools not included  

� � � 30 special raffle cards at $5.00 each 
   for this item 
�
Vicki 

�
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 Gold Country Fly Fishers 
     P.O. Box 2988 
     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members 
 

President: Steve Allen 

Vice President: Wayne Holloway 

Secretary: Stan Sanderson 

Treasurer: Neal Brunckhorst 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Gery Anderson 

Director: Gary Smith 

Director: Jim Coe 

Past President: Mark Rockwell 

Committees & Chairs 

FFF: Mark Rockwell 

Mentoring: Frank Rinella  

Conservation: Gery Anderson & Mike 
Connor 

Programs: Trent Pridemore 

Fishouts:  Mike Williams & Don Steffa 

Raffle: Vicki Valente 

Meeting Snacks: Vicki Valente 

Library: Len Valente 

Casting/Fly Tying: Sam Higginbotham 

Webmaster: Terry Hobart 

Newsletter:  David Bear 

Financial Supporters of the Gold 
Country Fly Fishers 

 
Wine & Roses Bed & Breakfast 

Rose gardens & Vineyard, elegant Tea Room and Victorian event 
Pavilion 

Victoria Valente 
(530) 432-4982 

elegantrentals@aol.com 
 

C.A.S.E Contracting, Inc. 
Quality electrical installations since 1984 

Tim Colbert 
(530) 271-2208 

 
Nevada City Anglers 

Full service fly shop and guide service 
Tony Dumont 

(530) 478-9301 
www.nevadacityanglers.com 

 
Cabelas Fishing Division 

World’s Foremost Outfitter 
One Cabela Drive 
Sidney, NE  69160 
www.cabelas.com 

 
The Fly Shop 

4140 Churn Creek Road 
Redding, CA  96002 

(800) 669-3474 
www.theflyshop.com 

 
 Acclaim Signs, Inc. 

Gene McCallister 
 (530) 346-2782 

acclaimsigns@hughes.net 
 

Foothill Fly Fishing Expeditions 
Driftboat; Walk&Wade; Salmon, Steelhead, and Trout 

Tom Page, Guide 
 (530) 913-3909 
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Horseshoe Bar Fish & Game Preserve, Inc.  
7430 Morningside Drive 
Granite Bay, CA 95746 

916-205-6073 
Email: hbp@surewest.net 

www.horseshoebarpreserve.com 
 

�

Nice Yuba River Rainbow, caught by Ed 
Tom 



 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.gcff.org 

�

Gold Country Fly Fishers 
P.O. Box 2988 
Grass Valley, CA 94945 

�
Gold Country Fly Fishers 

 
Purpose and Objectives 

 
Support the “catch and release” ethic 

 
To promote fly fishing for the recreation of members 

 
Promote and support the conservation of our water and fisheries 

 
Provide assistance to members in the skill and techniques of fly fishing 

 
Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying, and other related topics 

 
To represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and conservation organizations 


