
�

�

President’s Message 
 
�

 
 
 
 
 
 
By Steve Allen 
 
Our upcoming July Meeting will give us a chance to acquaint 
ourselves with our many new members, find out who is catching 
fish and where, and hear about our two women’s events 
planned by Frank Rinella. Add in reports from Mike and Don 
regarding past and upcoming Fishouts, a Conservation report 
from Gery Anderson, and Program Chairman Trent Pridemore 
will talk about our upcoming picnic in August. Please sign up 
early for the picnic as our cooking crew needs to know how 
many of us will enjoy this night!  
 
 
We have been doing great things in our Community with our 
Trout in The Classroom Program. TIC Leader Ed Tom advised 
our Board that our Club could add another school. More funds 
were needed for this effort. After seeing the energy and 
excitement generated by our classroom involvement; Mark 
Rockwell went to The Federation with a funding request for the 
next school year. Mark not only brought home the required 
funds—he joined the TIC Team. Thanks to all those involved in 
this worthwhile project! 
 
 
Next Tuesday (June 29) is the Lower Yuba River Symposium in 
Sacramento. Frank Rinella and I will be attending and 
representing our Club. We will bring back the information and 
get it out to all members. As we attended last year, we will be 
able to see what progress has been made. Part of going to the 
meetings with Frank is the mandatory tour of ALL Fly Shops in 
the area.  
 
�

MEETING & PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The next meeting of the Gold Country Fly Fishers will be Tuesday July 6th at the Ponderosa Building (formerly known as 
the Senior Center) in Nevada County Fairgrounds – Grass Valley. Use Gate #2.  The General Meeting starts at 7:00 PM. 
Members of the Board meet at 5:30pm & the Conservation Committee meets at 6:00pm.�

Program: 
“Crossing South America” 

A chronicle of adventures fly-fishing South America  by our own Trent Pridemore 
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Our website is designed to be fun! Please send your less-than-
perfect pictures (along with the perfect ones), your first short story 
about fishing, and anything else we might be interested in. I would 
like to see some macro shots of other tiers flies—maybe Trent will 
submit the flies Hal Janssen tied last month? Isaac Reiswig wrote 
the best Sparse Grey Hackle tribute I have seen in his short story 
about the water-snake that would catch frogs for drinks. Really! 
 
Our Fly Exchange Program needs participants! Please join me in 
trying to revive this educational opportunity: tie seven identical flies 
and deliver them to Rocco before (at) our next meeting. Rocco will 
distribute the flies to the tiers and put together a raffle prize of one 
fly from each tier. I am going to tie seven “Olive brown Pheasant 
Tails”. This fly represents the nymph of the Pale Evening Dun 
(Pinkie) family. We may need it soon.  
 
Thanks everybody for making our Club so successful!  Please 
wade carefully and enjoy the fishing ahead.  
�

Steve  
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July 2010 

Promoting the Art , Recreation & Conservation of Fly Fishing  Since 1975  
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Gold Country Fly Fishers 
Programs �

By Trent Pridemore�

There will be a slight change in July’s program.  Instead of the movie “The Rise”, I will present my 
program on “Crossing South America”.  It chronicles two trips to three venues in the Southern 
Hemisphere.  In 2008, myself and six friends, including Dirk Reed and Norm Sauer, travelled to 
Argentina to fish for Trout one week and Golden Dorado the second.   
 
We traveled to Buenos Aires, laid over a day to see the sights and flew on to Bariloche in Northern 
Patagonia and drove 4 hours to San Martin De Los Andes, our home base, fishing the Illumine on a 
three day float trip and wading the smaller Malleo.  Our second week was on the Parana River near 
Uruguay and Brazil.  We chased the elusive Golden Dorado for four days in the Iberian Marshes. 
 
In February of 2009, Dirk Reed and I joined guide Frank Pisciotta out of Truckee for two weeks in 
Chilean Patagonia out of Coyaique.  We freelanced several days with local guides and then spent a 
week at Picacho Lodge, fishing a number of rivers and lakes.  Again, Dirk and I had extra time in 
Santiago so we could see the sights and sample the food and wine.  I will talk some on strategies in 
selecting operators for exotic trips of a lifetime.  I think you will find the scenery, flora and fauna and 
angling interesting! 
 
August  brings our Annual Free Barbecue at Condon Park on August 3rd.  My team will be cooking the 
famous tri tips and chicken that we compliment with special Pot Luck dishes.  Sign up and bring your 
best.  It’s BYOB on the beverages and tableware.  A-D bring appetizers, E-P Salads/casseroles, P-W 
desserts.  Remember that this is your grandmother’s best recipe.  Do sign up so I know how much to 
buy.  Members of the pit team should call me to verify their presence this year. 
 
September  features renowned guide and angling educator Hogan Brown.  Hogan will present his new 
Entomology Program.  We’re working on October and November. 
 
Trent 
 
 

�
Tim Ackerman , with a BIG Clear  
       Creek Lake Bluegill 
 

�
Wally Holtan, with a BIG Clear Creek  

Lake Rainbow 

 

�
A Day on the Beaverhead, in Montana 

�
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Fishout Schedule for 2010  
�

�

Date  Location   Fish   Fishmaster   Comments  
 
August 13 Fuller Lake Family BBQ Trout  Len Valente    

This is our annual lake outing summer BBQ 
 

August TBA Lower Yuba UC Davis Trout  Mike Connor  (20 member limit) 
 
August TBA Lake Wildwood  Bass  Len Valente   
  This outing has been moved to Fall. Date to be announced.   
 
August TBA Lake of the Woods Trout  Don Steffa    

This is a Saturday outing, with a limit of 6 members 
 
September 9/10 Frenchman's Lake  Trout  Wayne Holloway   

This will be a 2 night camp out, with Davis Lake as an option 
 

September 25-29 Eastern Sierra  Trout  Dave Bear    
Five night – six day outing in the Mammoth Lakes area, with room for 12 members in condos – others 
are encouraged to sign up even if they are providing their own lodging. Condo costs are approximately 
$30 per night.   

 
October TBA North Yuba River Trout   Ralph Wood    

(Another possible club BBQ) 
October 7/8 Upper Sacramento River Trout  Wayne Holloway    

This will be held in the Dunsmuir area, with a two night stay) 
October TBA Lower Yuba River Dry Fly Clinic  Frank Rinella   
October  14/15 Caples Lake  Trout  Wayne Holloway   

Caples Lake has lodge/cabins. This would be an overnight stay 
 
November 5/6 Henderson Springs Trout   Wayne Holloway      
 
December TBA Lower Yuba UC Davis Trout  Mike Connor   
 
December TBA Trinity/Klamath River Steelhead Need Volunteer  
 
 

By Mike Williams 
�

�
  David Bear's S. Fork Snake River Brown  
�

�
Ed Tom's Deschutes River Rainbow 
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For June we had a variety of activities planned.  The spring runoff and cool weather certainly have made things 
interesting.  June 2nd and 3rd Frank Rinella hosted the spring Clear Creek Sports Club outing in Corning.  See his 
article in this newsletter (below).  On Saturday June 12th Frank Rinella, Don Steffa and myself hosted a casting 
clinic for our lady members at Gold Run School here in Nevada City.  We had 5 members attend.    We covered 
tackle, lines, leaders and presentation with actual hands on casting and knot tying.  I want to thank Don Steffa and 
Frank for their efforts and willingness to pass on their knowledge.  
   
On June 23rd and 24th Norm Sauer hosted the Davis Lake fish and camp out.  Norm reports that it was well 
attended, and in spite of the weather, all had a good time.  See Norm if you want more details of the Damsel 
activity.  Thanks Norm, for leading this group. 
 
For July we had the Lower Yuba River dry fly clinic planned, however we are going to postpone to August or 
September when the run off subsides and the river stabilizes.  Also, Frank Rinella has been keeping in touch with 
Tom Bartos, owner of Horseshoe Bar Fish and Game Preserve.  Water conditions have been improving and the 
fishing is starting to pick up in the evenings now.  Frank will continue to monitor this and will advise when we can 
schedule a trip. 
 
We will have a signup and info sheet available at the July meeting for the Fuller Lake Trout and Family BBQ.  
Thanks Len for leading this outing. 
 
This past month has been unusual with all the water in the Sierras and the foothills.  We have been concentrating 
our efforts lately fishing lakes in the higher elevations.  We are only a couple of weeks after ice-out conditions and 
the fishing has been good using Wooly Bugger and baitfish imitations.  This week the bite has begun to switch 
over to Midges as the fish begin to become more selective and key in on the insects as they appear.  Damsels, 
Dragons, Caddis and Mayflies will follow soon. 
 
The next time you head up Highway 80, take a look at Spaulding Reservoir and enjoy.  I can’t remember the last 
time it was full and holding. 

Mike 

�

�

Note: Don Steffa assists Mike Williams with 
coordination of Fishouts.   

Fishout Report 

By Mike Williams 
�

Don Steffa 
�

Clear Cree k Lake  
Trophy Trout 

 
This is the trip you should have been on; it was a trophy trout for all the members who went. We had six members who 
went on the trip fishing to Clear Creek Sports Club and its private lake for trout and bass. The fishing the first morning 
started off right away for most of the guys, catching trout, bass and large blue gill. The trout quickly became the main target 
fish after a few very large trout were landed. We used I lines with a two fly rig of a midnight cowboy and brown wooly 
bugger. We hooked a good number of trout from 4 to 9lbs, and many 2 to 3 lb fish. The group took a break at lunch time a 
for shore line Bar BQ then it was back to fishing, the afternoon slowed up a little as a weather front moved in on us. With 
the wind picking up and the chance of rain we all got off the lake about 5:00pm and went to the Casino buffet across the 
way. 
 The next morning we were out on the lake by 7:00am looking for the fish, as they had moved from the previous days 
locations. In a short time we were back into fish again, it was mainly trout with a few bass mixed in. The fishing never really 
got red hot that morning but still a few of the guys were able to land over a dozen fish apiece. By the time we were ready to 
leave that day all of us had landed at least one trophy trout from 5lbs to 9lbs. 
We will run this trip again next year, so sign up early. 
 

Frank Rinella 
�
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Half Year Review  
 
Having just completed the first half of 2010, I thought it would be good to review what the Council has completed to 
date: 
 
1.  The Scout Merit Badge program was undertaken to help Boy Scouts interested in obtaining their fly fishing merit 
badge.  Our members set up to teach and aid the scouts in four areas; fly tying, casting, fishing, and cleaning and 
cooking.  The program was completed in May.  This program was under the leadership of Bob Alvares. 
 
2.  Trout in the Classroom project, led by Ed Tom and Don Hess, was completed in April and consisted of the 
release of steelhead in the American River and release of trout in Rollins Lake. 
 
3.  Downstream Fly Fishing day took place at the end of May with down syndrome kids taking part from all over 
Northern California at a Browns Valley reservoir. 
 
4.  Kids Fish Day at Malakoff Diggins took place on May 8.  Several people from the club helped in this event.  
Because the club agreed to help fund stocking of large trout, the fish caught this year were much more numerous 
and larger than previous years. 
 
5.  Yuba River Access issues have been addressed by members of the Board of Directors and the Council.  Some 
clarity on the issue of public access was resolved by obtaining public records and maps from CalTrans and Yuba 
County DPW.  In addition, our President has asked Council members Rich Miller and Gery Anderson to join him in 
keeping the club up to date on these issues as new developments occur. 
 
6.  Frank Rinella, wearing his many hats, has kept the Council informed on the many activities that he is apart.   
Those include FERC relicensing on all the Rivers in our area.   
 
7.  Finally, the Council has kept in touch with the national organization, American Rivers, at their Nevada City office 
regarding the Deer Creek Trail and Restoration and their Bear Valley restoration projects. 
 
 
 Gery 

 
�

�

Conservation Corner 

By Gery Anderson 

�
Ace Emmerling's Deschutes River Rainbow  

�

�
  Gery Anderson's Beaverhead River Rainbow 
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Minutes from the Gold Country Fly 
Fishers Board Meeting June 1st  

�

FLY TYING and FLY  CASTING 
Fly Tying:   Wednesday July 14th 6:00 to 8:00 PM at 13837 Seven Cedars Dr. Grass Valley 
Call Sam at 477 7537 before you come. 
 
Fly of the month   Chironomid  Body   red micro tube 
Hook      Daiichi 1270 size 12 Rib  gold tinsel 
Thread    red   Bead  white (I have these)   
 
Fly Casting : 
Wednesday July 14 at Lion’s Lake.  10 AM to 12 Noon.  Call Sam 

���� �
     In Attendance:   Steve Allen  Neal Brunckhorst  Mark Rockwell 
                               Tim Ackerman  Gary Smith  Frank Rinella 
                               Jim Coe  Wayne Holloway  Stan Sanderson 
     
    Meeting called to order at 5:30 PM 
  
    Secretary's Report/Minutes (Stan S.) from May 2010 Meeting reviewed and approved 
  
     Treasurer's(Neal B.) reviewed and approved 

1. 162 members(all time high) 
             
     Old/Continuing Business 

1. Website (Wayne H.) forum site still a work-in-progress 
2. Photo policy (Mark R.) recommends a form to be filled out by person being photographed, especially children, if to appear 

on club web page or in newsletter. Also suggested building photo release into our liability release form. 
3. Lower Yuba River Access Status. Recommended task force be formed to keep club apprised of situation and to meet 

with concerned parties. At this time landowner has been unresponsive to four attempts to be contacted 
  
      New Business 

1. NID Outing/BBQ Aug. 25, 2010. GCFF BOD and Committee members invited to attend to meet with NID Board members 
2. Friends of Deer Creek (FODC) applying for grant monies to do a restoration project below Lake Wildwood Dam. They are 

asking for the club to write a letter of support in their application process. Board approved unanimously. Frank Rinella will 
work with FODC to draft a letter and then it will be available for Board members to review  

3. Trout In the Classroom (Ed T.) Asking for funding and volunteers to add two new classrooms to program. In past years 
this has been primarily funded through a donation from the Federation of Fly Fishers. The volunteers have been working 
in four classrooms and are requesting $300 to maintain and continue the program. The Board unanimously approved 
funding up to $300. It was suggested that the Trout In the Classroom program become a line item in the budget. It was 
also suggested volunteers be recognized in the newsletter or on the website or at the Xmas Party. Finally, it was 
suggested that we solicit for more volunteers on the club website. 

4. Lower Yuba River Symposium 2010 Announced. June 29, 2010 
  
       Meeting Adjourned 6:30 PM  

��

�

By Stan Sanderson 

 

By Sam Higginbotham 
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Refreshment Report  
Hi to all members. I’ll be providing fresh fruits and rollup pinwheel sandwiches for refreshments at our July 6th 
meeting. Cookies and coffee/tea table, sodas and water are always provided at every meeting. See you all on the 6th 
of July. Sincerely, 
Vicki 

Fly Exchange   
 
Don’t forget to tie some flies for the monthly meeting Fly Exchange. Just bring 7 identical flies of your choice to the next meeting of 
Gold Country Fly Fishers. One of your flies will go into an assortment of flies from each tier which will be raffled off during the 
meeting. The remaining flies will be redistributed to each tier, so that each comes away with a variety of flies tied for that meeting. 
If you have questions or want more info on the Fly Exchange program, contact Ed Tom  or Trent Pridemore  
 
Note: The fly exchange will take place at each monthly meeting, including the July 6th meeting 

Raffle  for Ju ly 6  Meeting  
Door Prize:   Shamrock Vest Tool Holder with Fly key fob 
 
Main Raffle:   Hand Crank LED Lantern  Flying Fisherman Polarized Sunglasses 
   5X Rio Powerflex Tippet   Wood Framed flies signed by Dave Shilock 
   Wood Catch and Release Net  Neutralize It Bite and Sting Cream 
   Green Deluxe Gear Bag   Assorted Flies in fly box 
   Redington Hat with 5 LED Light Clip 
� � � �
BIG TICKET ITEM:  NO BIG TICKET ITEM THIS MONTH 
�
Vicki Valente 

Rod Repair  
By Ace Emmerling 
 
Probably the most common and simplest rod repair yo u can make is the case of the clean break about a f oot or less from 
the tip top.  The essence of this repair is to remo ve the tip top and any involved guides down to the break.  A sleeve of 
fiberglass or graphite is epoxied in place over the  break area, and the guides and tip top replaced. W hile this is the 
essence of the repair, it requires thought and adju stment to accomplish in an optimum fashion. Th e first complication 
can come in removing the tip top. The tip top must be heated over a flame to soften the adhesive holdi ng it in place.  
Care must be exercised not to overheat the rod mate rial.  Otherwise it will be damaged and weakened.  Heat it over a  low 
flame in two or three second increments, attempting  to pull the tip off after each increment. 
 
For the most ideal repair, mark the orientation of the guides and tip so they will be replaced in their original position on 
the blank.  This is a minor item, and no harm will come if the guides are not set exactly "on the spin e". 
 
The most demanding part of this repair is fitting t he repair piece (or ferrule) to the blank.  It must be remembered that the 
repair piece is not likely to have the exact taper as the rod being repaired.  This is particularly true if the repair piece is 
fiberglass being used to repair a broken graphite r od.  The finished repair piece will be about three inch es in length, but 
start with about five inches of material in order   to be able to remove small portions while adjusting the p osition of the 
repair piece to obtain the optimal, if not Ideal, f it. 
 
I always use slow setting epoxy cement in all my ro d building and repair projects.  In addition to not needing to be overly 
concerned about working time, it is my understanding that the  slow setting material is a little less brittle tha n quick set 
epoxy. For the best adhesion of the epoxy glue to b e used, it is best to roughen both pieces with sand paper.  This is 
more important to roughen the inside of the repair piece.  This not only produces a better gluing surface, bu t also aids in 
removing any remnant of the mold release material inside the piece that rem ains from the original manufacturing 
process. 
 
I have not tried to overly complic ate this process in order to deter anyone from doin g this repair, but rather to make you 
aware of some things that need to be kept in mind t o avoid disappointment with your project. 
 

Ace  
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 Gold Country Fly Fishers 
     P.O. Box 2988 
     Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Officers and Board Members 
 

President: Steve Allen 

Vice President: Wayne Holloway 

Secretary: Stan Sanderson 

Treasurer: Neal Brunckhorst 

Director: Frank Rinella 

Director: Tim Ackerman 

Director: Gary Smith 

Director: Jim Coe 

Past President: Mark Rockwell 

Committees & Chairs 

FFF: Mark Rockwell 

Mentoring: Frank Rinella  

Conservation: Gery Anderson & Mike 
Connor 

Programs: Trent Pridemore 

Fishouts:  Mike Williams & Don Steffa 

Raffle: Vicki Valente 

Meeting Snacks: Vicki Valente 

Library: Len Valente 

Casting/Fly Tying: Sam Higginbotham 

Webmaster: Terry Hobart 

Newsletter:  David Bear 

Financial Supporters of the Gold 
Country Fly Fishers 

 
Wine & Roses Bed & Breakfast 

Rose gardens & Vineyard, elegant Tea Room and Victorian event 
Pavilion 

Victoria Valente 
(530) 432-4982 

elegantrentals@aol.com 
 

C.A.S.E Contracting, Inc. 
Quality electrical installations since 1984 

Tim Colbert 
(530) 271-2208 

 
Nevada City Anglers 

Full service fly shop and guide service 
Tony Dumont 

(530) 478-9301 
www.nevadacityanglers.com 

 
Cabelas Fishing Division 

World’s Foremost Outfitter 
One Cabela Drive 
Sidney, NE  69160 
www.cabelas.com 

 
Acclaim Signs, Inc. 

Gene McCallister 
 (530) 346-2782 

acclaimsigns@hughes.net 
 

Foothill Fly Fishing Expeditions 
Driftboat; Walk&Wade; Salmon, Steelhead, and Trout 

Tom Page, Guide 
 (530) 913-3909 

����������		�	
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Horseshoe Bar Fish & Game Preserve, Inc.  

7430 Morningside Drive 
Granite Bay, CA 95746 

916-205-6073 
Email: hbp@surewest.net 

www.horseshoebarpreserve.com 
 
 

Salmon Fly, spotted on the Deschutes 
River by Ed Tom 

�



 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.gcff.org 

�

Gold Country Fly Fishers 
P.O. Box 2988 
Grass Valley, CA 94945 

�
Gold Country Fly Fishers 

 
Purpose and Objectives 

 
Support the “catch and release” ethic 

 
To promote fly fishing for the recreation of members 

 
Promote and support the conservation of our water and fisheries 

 
Provide assistance to members in the skill and techniques of fly fishing 

 
Publicize and promote fly fishing, fly casting, fly tying, and other related topics 

 
To represent fly fishers through liaison with sports and conservation organizations 


